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without example; and they are now in the sale of
the twelfth thousand of their  copies*    J know very
well how little elated I ought to  be with this, per-
haps, momentary opinion, which   time   and  reflec-
tion may change, and which better information from
those who  are preparing- to give it may dissipate*
In truth, everything rather disposes me to melancholy
than to elevation.    It is comfort, and not joy, that I
feel.   It is indeed very necessary to me to have some,
and that not a little, support, when a man like Fox
declares his entire disapprobation of the work in the
most unqualified terms, and thinks, besides, that in
point of composition it is the worst I have ever pub-
lished.   When Fox disapproves, and Sheridan is to
write against me, do not I want considerable counte-
nance ?   I assure you that I have it, and I have received
from the Duke  of Portland, Lord  Fitzwilliam. the
Duke of Devonshire, Lord John Cavendish, Montagu,
and a long et cetera of the old stamina of the Whigs, a
most full approbation of the principles of that work,
and a kind indulgence to its execution.    I think it is
only one conciliabulum that disseminates agitations
and  discontents, hitherto  without much success.   I
was astonished at the newspaper you sent me, that
about a book published only the 1st November there
should be an attack and so able a defence on the llth
in  Edinburgh!    Who is there besides yourself that
could support me in a manner so very flattering to me ?
I hope I have been pretty consistent with myself in that
piece.    Perhaps if the writer who condescends (a&d